Remember when reading 
magazines made time- 
travellers of us all? 

written by dreamkatcha 

Lying magazine publication dates, there's something we 
forget was such an irritation way back when we once bought 
word-enscribed dead trees for entertainment and 
enlightenment purposes. 

Erstwhile Amiga Action reader, Robin Fraser, in a disgruntled 
letter to the now long-defunct magazine illustrates the issue 
perfectly. 
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Daft magazine dates 

"I'd like to say that although I don't have any particular 
allegiance to any one Amiga magazine, the improvement 
in Amiga Action has been amazing from its origins of 
thin, no coverdisk publications to now what is probably 
the best Amiga games mag in the world. But, I do have 
one complaint which started out as petty, but now has 
really got my back up. 

I have just purchased the October issue of AA on August 
26th. OK, fine - until you realise I was looking for the 
September issue, which I now gather was out some time 
in June. This is the second time I have missed out on an 





edition due to the ridiculous release dates. Does this 
mean the Christmas edition will be out some time in mid 
October? 

I realise that to be competitive means getting the newest 
stuff into the market as quickly as possible, but no 
newsagent can give space to more than one edition of 
the same magazine, so the latest one goes on display 
and the rest disappear. Other mags do it, but AA seems 
to be the worst culprit - obviously because you have 
more to publish. 

In future, could you please either put the magazine out 
much closer to its intended month, or even seriously 
consider becoming a fortnightly publication. 

Robin Fraser, Inverness. 



The month printed on the front of our mags is of little or 
no relevance to the readers, except for reference 
purposes. As for the September issue Robin - that was on 
sale from 29th July. 

Your complaint seems to be that you miss issues of Amiga 
Action because they are on sale before the published 
date. Quite simply, a new issue goes on sale exactly 
every four weeks, totalling 13 issues a year, and anyway, 
where were you in June when the August issue was out? 
Of course we want to be first with reviews and the like, 
but not to the point where we bring out our December 
issue in April just to "beat the rest". 








The publication date of the next mag is given on the 
Next Month page: I think you're getting slightly confused 
Robin, and putting far too much emphasis on 
irrelevancies. If it all gets too much, why not take out a 
subscription and save all the apparent worry? In the 
meantime, have a free game!" 



h Over 1,500 teams from all over the world. 
h All 4 English and Scottish leagues including Airdrie 
h The World Cup, Euro Championships, UEFA Cup, 

FA Cup, Norwegian Cup, El Salvador Division 3 etc.. 
h World transfer market. 

□ Pick your own England team and take them to the 
World Cup. 
h Fabo tactics editor. 

a Player, Player/Manager or Manager Modes. 
a Up to 64 players. 


You can understand why a publisher might wish to go to print 
early rather than sitting on a major breaking story or game 
release, time-travelling into the future in the process. Yet 
looking back now, it's interesting that the exact opposite 
impression is given. The bulk of the mainstream gaming 
magazines print their review of World-Changing Game X with 
the same cover date, typically a month in advance of reality 
and logic. Then you spot the awkward outliers parading 



chronological badges of incompetence, seemingly analysing 
wares two or even three months afterXhe horse has bolted, 
so to speak. 

Obviously, it would be infeasible to get too far ahead 
because there's only so much to cover in a given month and 
a limited number of staff to write and edit articles, design 
page layouts and so on. Plus, the world of printed media 
grinds slowly on its axis. One to two months ahead was a 
more likely occurrence, largely to extend the shelf life of an 
issue. Use a genuine, accurate date and - factoring in 
distribution/printing delays - the magazine issue could be on 
sale only a few weeks before looking like yestermonth's 
news. 

These days, some magazines swerve the dilemma entirely by 
printing issue numbers on their covers rather than dates, 
which is even more annoying when you plan to interpret the 
material therein within the historical framework of its 
publication date. 

It's a relief the internet came along to decimate the 
magazine industry. Articles are now published online 
instantly, tagged with real-time dates. 'Problem' solved! 



